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I. The meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM. 

II. Roll Call 
Committee members present were Dr. Boccuti, Mrs. Cosner, Mrs. Ge, Mrs. 
Gomez, Mrs. Gormley, Dr. Lewis, Mrs. Marrone, Mrs. Rachlin, Dr. Rodrigues, 
Mrs. Wood, and Mr. Zander.  Not present were Mr. Adar, Dr. Castelli, Dr. Daley, 
Mr. Lieberman, Mrs. Mitchell, and Mrs. Tealer. 
Community members present were: L. Menz, M. band, H. Reh, A. Huffman, A. 
Kingsley, D. Connolly, S. Atkinson, C. Lang, B. Botelho, and G. Kirsch. 

 
III. Committee Meeting Structure 
Mr. Zander related that this and future meetings would follow the structure of the 
monthly school board meeting, with each topic presentation followed committee 
member discussion, and then by public discussion. The purpose of this structure is 
to ensure that all committee members have opportunity to participate in the 
discussion. 

 
IV. Review and Approval of Minutes from Feb 22 Committee Meeting 
Minutes were approved without amendment 

 
V. OLD BUSINESS 

 
1)  Review & Approval of Committee Charter 
The draft charter was amended as per attached final version, and approved 
unanimously by the committee. 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

 
1)  World Languages Program 
Dr. Elliott Lewis presented options for introducing Spanish language at the 
elementary school level (this material can be found on NHSD eDocs website). 

 
Committee discussion points included: 
• Multiple comments were made questioning the planned frequency and 

delivery time for the proposed program (1x per week for 45-60 minutes). 
General consensus of committee was that smaller timeblocks for 3x or 5x per 
week would deliver more learning value at younger grades. 

• Multiple comments were made regarding the high learning potential for a full 
immersion program. 



• Mrs. Gormley questioned whether the program can adequately support special 
needs students. She stated the use of Rosetta Stone can be a successful 
practice for students that do not succeed in standard classroom settings. 

• A comment was made regarding the potential for virtual classroom offerings 
in other languages including Mandarin Chinese.  Currently no such offerings 
are available at NHSD. 

• Mrs. Cosner stated the alignment of remaining curriculum areas to support the 
early grade language introduction is critical to success. She stated the full 
immersion option is normally supported by native speakers of language that 
are currently not on staff at NHSD. 

• Mrs. Rodrigues asked about the alignment of curriculum in grades 3-5 and 6-8 
under the proposal. She suggested an alternative introduction model beginning 
with just kindergarten in first year and adding curriculum at each grade as 
they progress. 

• Mrs. Ge asked if there is data on AP Spanish and Chinese programs available, 
and stated the high school level program is not currently equipped to prepare 
students for the AP exam.  She suggested the program begin with considering 
the honors program at 10th grade level to provide greatest benefit to 
graduating students. 

• Mr. Zander stated the focus must be on delivering high learning value to 
students rather than merely having a program in place, and the committee 
must ensure the proposed program is designed in a cost-effective way. 

• Dr. Boccuti commented on the importance of real commitment on the part of 
the District in entering into an early language program, given the budget 
challenges anticipated in upcoming years. 

 
Public discussion included: 
• Mr. Band suggested the administration survey its elementary teaching staff to 

learn who has foreign language experience. He questioned why Spanish is the 
only language being considered for elementary level students. 

• Mrs. Botelho stated that foreign languages should be considered a part of the 
core curriculum due to the competitive work environment faced by students in 
the future. 

• Mrs. Kingsley questioned whether the goal for expanding the language 
program has been identified, and whether that goal is student fluency of 
language or success on the AP exams.  Dr. Lewis responded both are goals. 
She stated the new program must be robust enough to support students in 
obtaining conversational-level mastery of language. She stated the committee 
must be focused on designing the highest quality language program, while 
leaving budget considerations as the responsibility of the school board. 

• Mrs. Menz stated that foreign languages are critical to student success in the 
present day world. 

• Mrs. Atkinson asked Dr. Lewis whether it is possible to consider having the 
existing general education teachers deliver the language curriculum at the 
lower elementary grades. Dr. Lewis responded that the workload of existing 
teachers and their lack of expertise in teaching world languages would 
challenge the program’s success. 



Follow-up actions from this discussion include: 
Dr. Lewis will develop a revised proposal for the committee to consider at the 
next meeting, considering: 
• Revision of frequency and duration of delivery at youngest grades, including 

clear identification of the impact on the existing school day; 
• Possibility for adjustments to improve delivery model at high school grades; 
• Reconsideration of options for curriculum delivery by existing staff. 

 
2)  NHS Graduation Requirements 
This topic was not addressed during the meeting due to time constraints.  After 
the meeting, Principal Lang led a review of the new graduation requirements 
approved by the board in December 2011. 

 
VII. Committee Discussion (All Topics) 
None 

 
VIII. Public Discussion (All Topics) 
Mr. Band requested the committee formally request the administration to ask the 
state of PA for raw score results of recent PSSA testing.  The committee agreed to 
consider this idea at its next meeting. 

 
IX. The meeting was adjourned at 8:15PM. 


